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Is there anyone who doubts that what I am suggesting is
within the capacity even of a child? Nothing could be easier.
We have needlessly made out the thing to be difficult and, having
done so, feel helpless, suffer the ravages of famines, invite misery
upon ourselves through our notions of untouchability and feel,
that we, Hindus and Muslims, are mutual enemies.
A DOCTOR'S EXPERIENCE
There is a doctor in Hansot. He and his wife spin for not
less than three hours daily. He learnt to spin only four months ago.
After two months5 practice, he was turning out yam of 30
counts. In that period he had produced more than enough yarn
for two long shirts. He now wears shirts made from this yarn.
With great love, he made a present of the extra piece to me at
Guntakal. I carry it with me and show it proudly everywhere.
The doctor's wife spins yarn of even finer count. If he keeps up
his effort, the doctor should be able to produce annually 36 yards
of fine khadi. No man surely needs so much in a year.
HOARDING OF COTTON
I should like to draw the reader's attention to the warning
about cotton given by my friend, Laxmidas Purushottam. The
prices of cotton, he says, have gone up and are still going up.
Some say the increase in prices is the result of speculation in
cotton. According to a close friend, the increase is due to a poor
harvest of cotton in the U.S.A. The truth lies in the two expla-
nations taken together. The bullish trend is due to both poor
harvest in the U.S.A. and speculation. I had [let us suppose]
50 maunds of cotton till yesterday and, selling it at Rs. 22 a
maund, I was making a profit of Rs. 4. Having come to know
today about the poor harvest in the U.S.A., I raised the price
from Rs. 22 to Rs. 38. How am I entitled to the additional Rs. 16?
The whole world is being made to suffer through this perverse eco-
nomics, a practice unworthy of a Vanik1. The science which tells us
that America's need is our opportunity is a science not for men
but for monsters. Swaraj is nothing but shaking ourselves free
from the hold of this idea. Laxmidas has suggested how to do this
in one field. Although prices have risen, everyone should at this
time buy and store some cotton, no matter even if he or she does
not know spinning. Every farmer, moreover, should be warned
that under no circumstances should he sell his whole crop of
cotton* He may sell the surplus if the crop exceeds his needs. He
1 Member of the trading community